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SUPPLEMENTAL INFOBaWATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Listed on accompanying Form PTO- 1449 are documents that may be considered 
material to the examination of this application, in compliance with the duty of disclosure 
requirements of 37 C.F.R. § § 1 .56, 1 .97 and 1 .98. Copies of these documents are provided. 

Applicant reserves the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention over 
any of the information provided here, and/or to prove that this information may not be prior 
art, and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly 
offered. 
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Applicant(s) 
Appl. No. 09/596,876 



This statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been 
made, or that information more material to the examination of the present patent application 
does not exist. The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely on the material 
submitted herewith. 

Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was first 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of this information disclosure statement. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and retum a copy of the enclosed 
PTO-1449, and to indicate in the official file wrapper of this patent application that the 
documents have been considered. 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee 
deficiency, or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 08-3038 referencing 



docket number 12554.O004.NPUS00. 



Dated: July 22, 2002 




Respectfiilly submitted, 



Mark A. Seka 

Attorney Reg. No. 44,330 

HOWREY SIMON ARNOLD & WHITE, LLP 

750 Bering Drive 

Houston, TX 77057 

(650) 463-8246 
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